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Writing is a complex activity. Understanding this complexity is the key to effective teaching of writing. In this chapter, I will present a brief historical overview of various approaches to teaching writing, including the controlled approach, process approach, and genre approach. Essential to implementing these approaches is understanding the recursive nature of the writing process and knowing what constitutes competent writing. Indeed, writing competence encompasses not only word choices, sentence variations, punctuation choices, and other linguistic tools for cohesion and coherence, but also ways to structure and develop arguments at the micro and macro levels. It is important to adopt a writing pedagogy that explicitly trains students in the kinds of thinking processes that are conducive to good writing. To this end, this chapter presents the socio-cognitive approach to teaching writing. I will discuss guiding principles and pedagogical implications of the approach. I will also highlight strategies for enhancing the quality of second language writing, drawing upon insights from the literature of writing research.
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Much of the existing curriculum in journalism and writing programs has been organized around skills, with a nod to diversity relegated to at most one or two class periods. What I found to be at stake is perpetuating a culture of communicators who do not fully understand the diversity of their audiences, are not prepared to address their needs, risk overlooking key elements of our changing society, chance perpetuating stereotypes, and, most broadly, continue to hurt, harm, and oppress – through words and ignorance. For the last eight years, I have gradually revised my skills-oriented courses to teach diversity- and equity-related issues at the same time as skills in writing, communication, journalism, and digital storytelling. The student response and engagement have been inspiring and motivating.
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Teaching Writing to Improve Reading Skills International Literacy Association | 2020 Writing and the teaching of writing enhance not only students' comprehension and flu ency when reading but also their recognition and decoding of words in text. Reading is seen by many as an essential ingredient for learning to write.
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